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US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel speaks to military service members aboard the USS

Ponce in Manama, Bahrain, on Friday, Dec 6, 2013. The United States has no plans to

scale back its strong military presence in the Gulf despite a diplomatic opening with Iran,

Pentagon chief Chuck Hagel said on Friday, Dec 6, 2013. -- PHOTO: AP

MANAMA (AFP) - The United

States has no plans to scale

back its strong military

presence in the Gulf despite a

diplomatic opening with Iran,

Pentagon chief Chuck Hagel

said on Friday.

Speaking to sailors on the

deck of a US ship at a naval

base in Bahrain, Hagel said

the American military would

maintain its high-profile role in

the region during a six-month

interim deal with Iran.

"I will assure our partners that

we're not going anywhere," he said before talks with leaders from Bahrain and

other Gulf states.

Gulf allies, particularly Saudi Arabia, are anxious over a November 24 interim

accord between world powers and Iran that offers six months of limited sanctions

relief in exchange for curtailing its nuclear programme.
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